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In the following ſketch I muſt ſuppoſe 
my reader acquainted with Mr. Evanſon's * 
mode of calculating the forty-two months, 
that is, the twelve hundred and ſixty days, or 
years, aſſigned for the duration of the fatal 
apoſtacy from the pure religion of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and to admit that both the riſe and fall of this 
portentous evil, hath been, and will be, gra- 
dual ; and that, as its firſt eſtabliſhment was ac- 
compliſhed in the year 325, when Conſtantine 
preſided in the council of Nice, from which mo- 
ment it gradually advanced to its higheſt pin- 
nacle; ſo its decay commenced 1260 years 
_ afterwards, in the year 1585, when the Dutch 
were aſſiſted by England to maintain their in- 
dependency, civil and religious, againſt the 
monarchy of Spain; ſince which time, at the 
regular interval of 1260 years from every 
encroachment upon religious liberty, corre- 
ſponding inſtances of emancipation have taken 
place. 


A 2 I muſt 


® Evanſon's Letter to Bp. Hurd, p. 59—68. Ed. 2. 
1792. App. I. 


3 


I muſt likewiſe ſuppoſe him to allow that the 
wild beaſt deſcribed in the Apocalypſe as hav- 
ing ſeven heads, and ten horns, means the 
civil power (as far as it is connected with the 
eccleſiaſtical) of the weſtern diviſion of the Ro- 
man empire in Europe.“ It will be neceſſary to 
particularize the countries of which this portion 
conſiſted, Britain, Gaul, Spain, Italy, and Illy- 
ricum. All the territory weſt of the Rhine, 
and ſouth of the Danube, as far as Turkey. 
The great potentates at preſent comprehended 
within this extenſive diſtrict, are, 1. Great 
Britain, 2. Holland, 3. The royaliſt party in 
France, 4. Portugal, 5. Spain, 6. Sardinia, 
7. The Pope, 8. Naples, 9. Auſtria, 10. Pruſ- 
ſia, whoſe dominions within the preſcribed 
boundaries are Cleves, Juliers, Meurs, Gelder, 
and Neufchatel. Theſe great powers of Europe 
we have lately ſeen moſt wonderfully and unex- 
pectedly combined: and it is no leſs remark- 
able that Ruſſia, Sweden, F and Denmark, have 
maintained a perfect neutrality ; and the Ger- 


man 


* Mr, Evanſon's Letter, p. 39. 

+ This is the more worthy of notice, as Ruſſia en- 
gaged to ſupply large ſubſidies, ten ſail of the line, and 
whatever troops might be wanted to ſupport the cauſe of the 
allies ; and as death, by the hand of Ankaſtrom, deprived 
the combination of a zealous ſupport in Guſtavus III. of 
Sweden, 
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man principalities to the eaſt of the Rhine, ana 
north of the Danube, which are not at the ab- 
ſolute diſpoſal of any one of the above-men- 
tioned ten powers, or ſubſidized by the arch- 
treaſurer of the holy roman empire, preſerve 
themſelves, as ſovereign princes, entirely on the 
defenſive. If Genoa, Venice, and the Swiſs 
Cantons accede not to the league, they are re- 
publics; they are too inconſiderable to affect 
the balance of Europe, nor is it certain that all 
of them ſubmitted to the roman yoke, any more 
than the unconquered mountaineers in the weſt 
of our own iſland, The duke of Tuſcany, 
and the elector palatine of Bavaria, have been 
brought over at the inſtance of the emperor; 
and muſt be conſidered as one with him. 


The woman repreſented in the ſeventeenth 
chapter, as ſeated on the wild beaſt, means the 
apoſtate church, ſupported by the civil power, 
in every nation throughout the above-mention- 
ed diſtrict of the roman empire. 


In the two firſt verſes of the chapter, the 
angel inſtructs John to riſe, and meaſure the 
temple cf God, and the altar, and them that wor- 
ſhip therein : intimating, that during the period 
which is the object of the viſion, there would be 
A 3 - a party 
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a party of chriſtians, however ſmall, who would 
acceptably worſhip the moſt higheſt. But the | 
court which is within the temple leave out, and 
meaſure it not : for it is given unto the Gentiles. | 
At the ſame time, in the neighbourhood of 
theſe worſhippers, the ancient idolatry and ſu- 
perſtitions of the heathen would be ſupported, 
by nominal believers in the goſpel : with them 
the apoſtle was to have nothing to do. And the 
holy city ſhall they tread underfoot forty and two 
months. While genuine chriſtians were paying 
their devotions in the confined area of the 
temple and inner court, the far greater ſpace of 
the outer court and city would be polluted by 
real heathens forty-two months, or 1260 years, 
beginning with the preſidency of Conſtantine i 
the council of Nice. 


Ver, 3, 4. And I will give power unto my tw | 
witneſſes, and they ſhall propheſy, or teach, 
thouſand two hundred and threeſcore days, clothed 
in ſackcloth. Theſe are the two olive-trees, and 
the two candleſticks, lamps, ſtanding before the 
God of the earth, The two witneſſes I appre- 
hend to be two ſymbolical perſons, the oppoſites 
of the woman of the 17th chapter, and of the 
wild beaſt, which ſupports her, and is mentioned 


in the 13th chap, and in the 7th verſe of the 
11th, 


1 


1ith. I underſtand them to mean, the prin- 
ciples of civil and religious freedom, of genuine 
government and religion, as far as they are 
connected: of a government and mode of wor- 
ſhip. congenial with the new covenant, founded 
on the rights of man, on the baſis of liberty, 

equality, fraternity, and univerſal peace. They 
, are ſaid to be © the two olive-trees—ſtanding 
before the God of the earth.” The appellation 
is borrowed from Zechariah iv. 11—14, who 
applies it to Zerubbabel and Joſhua; the di- 
rectors, the former of the civil, the latter of the 
religious concerns of the Jews, upon their re- 
turn from Babylon. They are called likewiſe 
the two lamps' from the ſame paſſage in the 


a lamp, the Jewiſh conſtitution, both civil and 
religious. Theſe witneſſes therefore appear to 
be the two luminaries of Law and GospEL, 


him, deſtined to enlighten and regulate the 
conduct of mankind, and bear teſtimony to his 
perfections, and deſigns in regard to his crea- 
tures. They were to *© teach 1260 days, or 
years, clothed in ſackcloth.” In a ſtate of de- 
gradation and mourning they were to utter their 
voices, and not be attended to. From the 
moment of Conſtantine's converſion have not the 


hebrew prophet, who denotes by the phraſe of 


* ſtanding in the preſence of God, approved by 


A 4 | rights 
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rights of mankind been ſubverted by perſons 
from whom better things might have been ex- 
pected; by chriſtian potentates, in defiance of 
the religion they profeſſed: a religion, which 
if it had been ſuffered to operate, would 
have introduced among mankind every bleſſing 
of corporeal and ſpiritual liberty; under whoſe 
guidance the magiſtrate would not have been 
the oppreſſor of his ſpecies, but a miniſter of 
good; an approver of them who do well in 
every department? 


Ver. 5. And if any man will hurt them, fire 
proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their 
enemies; and if any man will hurt them, he muſt 
in this manner be killed. That ſyſtem, that ſuc- 
ceſſion of men in power, who have injured the 
divine cauſe of theſe witneſſes, have. violated 
theſe excellent principles, and perſecuted the 
individuals who ſupported them ; ſhall be over- 
| thrown by their teſtimony, conſumed by the 
breath of their mouth. Error and tyranny 
ſhall be deſtroyed by truth. 


Ver. 6. Theſe have power to ſhut heaven that 
it rain not in the days of their prophecy; and 
bave power over the waters to turn them to blood, 


and to ſmite the earth with any plagues as often 
| as 


depending upon the fertility of the earth, and 


L:.4-Þ 


as they will. Whilſt they who ſupport the genuine 
principles of government and true religion preach 
in ſackloth, the natural operation of the neglect 
they ſuſtain will be fatal in the extreme. What 
miſchief does an unwiſe government occaſion to 
commerce, agriculture, arts, manufactures, po- 
pulatiun, and morals! What miſery the ef- 
fects of war, feudal vaſſalage, ſlavery, mono- 
polies, arbitrary impoſts, martial law, and 
every ſpecies of deſpotiſm inconſiſtent with the 
religion of Jeſus ! What blood hath been ſhed, 
what calamities endured, in conſequence of in- 
tolerance, and a ſuſpenſion of religious freedom! 
Few are the ſufferings of humanity, if we ex- 
cept thoſe which may, in ſome way or other, 
be traced to improper conduct in rulers civil 
or eccleſiaſtical*. The diction of the apoſtle is 
highly accurate, repreſenting theſe outraged wit- 
neſſes as inflicting the maladies, which, in the 


' courſe of nature, the offence againſt true prin- 


ciples will induce. The prohibition of rain may 
ſignify either an interdict of corpora! comforts 


the 


* © Fools in power render the lives of their inferiors 
bitter, poiſon their pleaſures, overturn ali ſocial order, 


* ſpread thorns in the path of genius and virtue, and 


* make this world a vale of tears.“ - Zimmerman on Soli. 
tude, p. 294, ed. 2. 


( 10 ) 


the due application of natural objects—or, a 
dearth of ſpiritual inſtruction, which the ab- 
ſence of liberty gives riſe to; and the poiſonous 
dotrines eſtabliſhed by tyrants for the forced 
aſſent of mankind, may be typified by the 
converſion of water into blood. 


Ver. 7. And when they ſhall have finiſhed, 
compleated, their teſtimony, the wild beaſt that 
aſcende:h cut of the bottomleſs pit, the ea, 
ſhall make car againſt them, and ſhall overcome 
them, and kill them. When the principles of 
liberty, which have hitherto been confined to 
the ſpeculations of men, who retired from the 
world to avoid perſecution, ſhall be compleatly 
underſtood as a ſcience, and ſufficiently pro- 
mulgated among mankind; when they ſhall 
have arrived at ſuch a ſtate as to be reducible to 
practice, and incorporated in an actual code, 
the combined powers of the European weſtern 
empire, under its laſt and pollarchical deſcrip- 
tion, ſhall with the fury of a ſavage beaſt wage 
war againſt them“. IJ he confederates of Pilnitz 

have 

* © Inftant death to rebels taken in arms—decapitation, 
and confiſcation, to the members of the departments, 
diſtricts, and municipalities—military executicn to the 


members of the national aſſembly, magiſtrates, and ail 
the 
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1 
have combated © to put a ſtop to attacks made 
on the throne and the altar; that is, to reſtore 
deſpotiſm and ſuperſtition ; and conſequently 
extirpate every trace of liberty*. For a time 
they 


the inhabitants of Paris; and total deſtruction to their 


guilty city. All places and towns whatioever—ſhall incur 


the ſame puniſhments as thoſe inflicted on the inhabitants 
of Paris; their route ſhall be marked with a ſeries of 
exemplary puniſhments juſtly due to the authors and 
abettors of crimes, for which there is no remiſſion.” 
Brunſwick's Manifeſto. If ever a foreign prince enters 
into France, he muſt enter it, as into a country of aſ- 
ſaſſins. The mode of civilized war will not be practiſed, 
nor are the French, who act upon the preſent jyſtem, en- 
titled to expect it—The hell-hounds of war on all ſides 


will be uncoupled and unmuzzled'. Burke's Letter to a 


member of the national afſemtly. Another project was 
to farve the French ; to exterminate them 1n any way, 
as natural enemies of the human race. And yet ſome com- 
plain of the ſanguinary decrees of the Convention!!! The 
removal of the royal family from Paris, or the omiſſion of 
ſtopping ſuch a proceeding, was to be puailhed as a crime 


for <which there is no remifſion, The martyrdom of the 


blefſed king Charles I. © nothing but the blood of the 
ſon of God can expiate.* Ferm of prayer for 30th of Ja- 


nuary. 


The committee of legiſlature of Maſſachuſetts, one 
might almoſt imagine, were expounding this paſſage of 
St. John, when they ſaid, © We coniider the preſent war 
of Europe as a war of principles; a combination of kings, 
and nobles temporal and ſpiritual, againlt the equal rights 
of men, civil and religious.” Anſwer to the governor's 
ſpeech, June 7. Star, Jaly 26. 


/ 


n 


they have ſucceeded. Have they not ſilenced 
the voice of reaſon and religion throughout their 
ſeveral dominions ; and counteracted every prin- 
ciple of good government and the goſpel to 
carry on this war ? More particularly with re- 
ſpect to France itſelf, have they not been the 
original cauſe, and the convention and French 
people their organ, for preventing the conſti- 
tution, framed and accepted in that country, 
from producing its genuine effects, or being 
more than a dead letter?“ In theory, that con- 
ſtitution is founded on the rights of man; 
breathes liberty, equality, and ſecurity to the per- 
ſon and property of every citizen, whatever be 
his religious tenets; and tends to the production 
of univerſal peace. In practice, the nation is 
under an abſolute military deſpotiſm, for the 
Preſent ; every thing is in a ſtate of requiſition ; 
they are at war; they are plunderers; their 
confiſcations are innumerable ; murder is fami- 
liar with their armies, and their revolutionary 
tribunal ; maſſacre with their populace. In re- 
gard to worſhip, deiſm is the order of the 
day; every approach to the profeſſion of chriſ- 
tianity would be treated as fanatical, diſaffected, 
and counter-revolutionary. In every other coun- 
try the cry of the multitude againſt jacobiniſm 

is 

* Append. No. ii. 
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is nothing but a ſavage war-hoop againſt free- 
dom : a principle which may at this moment 
be ſaid to be dead throughout the empire. 
N.B. The perſecution 1s repreſented as carried 
on by the civil power; the woman, ſecond wild 


beaſt, (xiii. 11.) or church, hath no acknow- 
ledged ſhare in it. | 


Ver. 8. And their dead bodies fhall lie in the 
ſtreet of the great city, which ſpiritually is called 
Sodom, and Egypt; where alſo our lord was 
crucified. They may be ſaid to have been em- 
bodied in the new conſtitution, which now lies 
a mere dead carcaſe * in. a ſtreet of the great 
city, or, in the great and high ftreet'— 
France, the moſt noted of the ten kingdoms 
for the profligacy and intrigues of its court, 
the deſpotiſm of its government, the ſuper- 
ſtition and intolerance of its clergy; whoſe 
monarch was ſtiled by the pope, eldeſt ſon of 
the church—of a city figuratively called Sodom, 
either from its being devoted to deſtruction ; 
(See Iſaiah i. 9, 10. xii. 19, &c.) or from 
the unnatural and inconeeivable object of adora- 
tion, its triune, mortal. immortal, immutably- 
changeable deity* ; or from that abominable 
vice, the immediate conſequence of celibacy 

and 


* Evanſon's Letter, -p. 123. 


( 14 ) 
and monaſtic vows, encouraged by this body 


politic. It is called Egypt, from the ſpiritual 
darkneſs and ſlavery prevailing there; and like- 


wiſe the place, where alſo, as well as at Jeru- 


ſalem, our lord hath been crucified, 1. e. figu- 


ratively, by the apoſtacy of its inhabitants. See 
Heb. v1. 4. 6. 


Ver. 9. And they of the people, and kindreds, 
and tongues, ſhall ſee their dead bodies three days 
and a half; and ſhall not ſuffer their dead bodies 
10 be put in graves: rather into monuments. The 
whole empire ſhall ſee the French conſtitution in 
this lifeleſs ſtate for three years and a half. 


The days mult be interpreted /ingle years in this 


as well as the third verſe ; each day for a year. 
Ezek. iv. 6. That is, moſt probably, during 
the war. For the exact expoſition of this cir- 
cumſtance, when three years and a half begin or 
end, we mult wait a ſhort time. The dead bo. 
dies are not ſuffered to be put into monuments, 
all memorial of them 1s attempted to be obli- 
terated by attacks upon the preſs, by drowning 
even the name of odious liberty in the cry of 
attachment to church and king, and ſilencing 
every remonſtrance from policy or chriſtianity 
againſt this moſt zu/t and neceſſary war. 


Ver. 


ET. 


1 


Ver. 10. Aud they that dwell upon the earth 
ſhall rejoice over them, and make merry, and ſhall 
ſend gifts one to another, becauſe theſe two pro- 
phets tormented them that dwelt on the earth. 
With what avidity was this war entered into! 
how great its popularity! with what anxious 
joy proſecuted ! how extreme the exultation of 
the partizans of the allies upon the leaſt glim- 
mering of ſucceſs! what aſſociations, clubs, 
carouſals !'* What gifts have been employed! 
Not only by ſubſidies unprecedented, but by a 
mode unheard of in modern times, by volun- 


tary contributions, has this war been carried on ! 


and all to keep theſe witneſſes in their departed 
ſtate, to ſtop the principles of freedom, indi- 
genous in England, tranſplanted thence to 
America, from taking root in France! They 
have, indeed, tormented the dwellers on the 
earth. From the time of Arius to this moment 
have they who maintained them been the tor- 
ment of deſpots and their adherents. 


Ver. 11, 12. And after three days and a haf, 
the breath of life from God entered into them, 
and they ſtood upon their feet ; and great fear fell 
upon them which ſaw them, and they heard a 

great 

* EvPeaulyoora, a word connected with feſtivity. Luke 
XU, 19. XV. 23. XVI. 19. 
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great voice from heaven, ſaying unto them, Come 
up hither; and they aſcended up to heaven on a 
cloud; and their enemies beheld them. After the 
concluſion of the war, which according to all 
preſent probability may employ France three 
years, or campaigns, and a half, that nation will 
return to a ſettled ſtate; the theory of its con- 
ſtitution will be realized in the practice of its 
government, and in that manner revive; civil 
and religious liberty will ſtand upon their feet, 
and be advanced to the higheſt dignity, by exer- 
ciſing ſupremacy, and directing its rulers. At 
the ſame time the foes of freedom will be ſeized 
with the greateſt conſternation, and behold, 
without being able to impede, their progreſs. 


Ver. 13. And the ſame hour was there a great 
earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell; 
and in the earthquake were lain of the names of 
men ſeven thouſands; and the remnant were af- 
frighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven. 
At the ſame time that the witneſſes compleat 
their teſtimony, or contemporary with all the 
events recorded, ver. 7— 12, a violent political 
commotion ſhall take place; and the apoſtate 
church, in one of the ten kingdoms, into which 
the European weſtern empire was divided, as 


France, ſhall fall ; and in the commotion, ſeven 
thouſands, 


( 


thouſands,* or large bodies, orders, of men, 


ſhall loſe their privileges and titles: and the 


reſt, the unprivileged part of the community, 
affrighted at the progreſs of atheiſm, (the impu- 
tation of which, and its ſtudious propagation by 
counter-revolutioniſts, will appear portentous 
to their cauſe) ſhall give glory to the God, not 
of our lord Jeſus Chriſt, but of heaven ; the 
creator, the ſupreme, the eternal ; the object, 
not of chriſtian, but of deiſtical adoration. 
This we have ſeen in the ſanctification of de- 
cadary feſtivals by the convention; of June 8th 
to the eternal, and of every other tenth day to 
one of the moral virtues he delights in. 


Ver. 14. The ſecond wo is paſt: and behold 


the third wo cometh quickly. The ſecond wo 1s 


evidently 


* Rabaut de St; Etienne in his Hiſtory of the French 
Revolution, b. i. p. 28, enumerates the opponents it had 
to encounter. 1. Nobles. 2. The Military. 3. Privi. 
leged perſons exempt from certain impoſts. 4. Prieſts. 
5. Monaſtic orders. 6. Farmers general. 7. The Law. 
Theſe formed La haute Nation. The French nobility 
itſelf alſo was divided into ſeven claſſes. 1. The higher 
order of the clergy. 2, Les grands Seigneurs, 3. Pre- 
ſentes Connus. 4. Preſentes Inconnus, 5. Non-Pre- 
ſentes. 6. Anoblis, 7. Gens moins que rien, i.e, all the 
new nobility. 
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evidently the fall of the French church: at no 


long time after which, cometh the third wo, 
the total overthrow of the apoſtacy; when the 


V hole world ſhall become ſubjects, not of the 


wild beaſt and the Babyloniſh harlot, but of our 
Lord Jehovah, and his anointed; when the 
heathen who ſhall have been enraged, ſhall be 
judged ; they who have feared God's name, re- 
warded ; and the deſtroyers of the earth in their 
turn deſtroyed. 


Many probable conjectures might be offered 
on the inſtantaneous deſolation of Babylon, xviii. 
8, 10, 19.—her being hated and conſumed by 
the ruling power of thoſe nations (in whatever 


hands it may happen to be placed at the time) 


which have hitherto ſupported her, xvii. 16.— 
on the wine preſs of the wrath of God to be 
trodden without the city,“ xiv. 20—the capture 
of the wild beaſt and falſe prophet, or apoſtate 
clergy, xix. 20. But theſe things time will 
unfold, with encreaſing perſpicuity. Struck 
with the prophecy before us, and its accom- 
pliſhment in the French revolution, I have 

made 


A diſpute may ariſe between the members of the pre- 
ſent confederacy and Ruſſia, about the balance of power, 
and the diſmemberment of Poland, a country out of the 
bounds of the weſtern empire. 


ue | 


made haſte quietly to communicate my ſenti- 
ments, that others may be led by the peruſal, if 


not to approve, to form a better judgment : 


being ever anxious to add even one grain to the 
maſs of evidence in favour of our moſt holy 
religion, which from infidelity on the one hand, 
and eccleſiaſticiſm on the other, ſeems in dan- 
ger, without ſome divine interpoſition, ſuch as 
the completion cf ancient prophecies in our 
day, of falling under entire miſconception and 
neglect. What is now offered, is intended 
merely as a foul copy, to be blotted and inter- 
lined, by the corrections of any learned and 
judicious friend to revelation, as it may be ex- 
pected that future occurrences will make a 
ſecond impreſſion of this little tract indiſpenſi- 
bly neceſſary. The author will eſteem himſelf 
highly indebted to any liberal minded critic, 
who will favour him with animadverſions, and 
farther hints upon this moſt important ſubject, 
addreſſed to him at his publiſher's. 


July 29, 1794. 
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No. I. 


The period 'at which the degradation of 
the witneſſes, in a community calling itſelf 
chriſtian, commences, is at the council of Nice, 
A. D. 325. But as nothing arrives in a ſingle 
inſtant, at its greateſt depravity, ſo the princi- 
ples of chriſtianity have been gradually debaſed ; 
and ſucceeding centuries have deviated farther 
from the evangelical model, than thoſe which 
immediately preceded them. On the other 
hand, reformation has advanced by ſimilarly 
progreſſive ſteps, and tyranny and intolerance are 
by degrees wearing away. If to the æra of any 
ſingular encroachment upon goſpel-liberty, we 
add 1260 years, we ſhall be brought to a pe- 
riod of as ſingular a reverſe and improvement. 
By adding to the above-mentioned A.D. 325 
our cycle 1260, we come to the year 1585, in 
which the Engliſh ratified their alliance with the 
Dutch, and effectually enabled them to retain 
their civil and religious independence. At the 
ſame interval of 1260 years, computed ſeverally 
from each of the general councils, whoſe religi- 
ous ordinances were enforced by the emperors ; 
and which were therefore ſteps in the progreſs of 

| ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual tyranny; correſponding events have 
occurred, whereby the reſtitution of religious 
liberty has been as ſingularly promoted. The 
ſecond general council was held in 387, the 


third in 431, the fourth in 431, by adding 


1260 to each of theſe numbers, we come to 
1641, the year in which, (in our own kingdom) 
the courts of ſtar- chamber and high-commiſſion 
were aboliſhed, and the engliſh civil war in de- 
fence of liberty commenced—to 1691, in which 
Ireland was reduced, and the throne of Wil- 
liam iii. eſtabliſhed—and to 1711, when the 
convocation, in the caſe of Whiſton, received 
a wound it never will recover. 


Ir to the year 514, in which an army was firſt 
raiſed in the catholic cauſe, we add 1260, we ſhall 
arrive at 1774, in which the rupture took place 
between Great Britain and America, and ended 
in the total emancipation of the latter, 


A. D. 529, Juſtinian publiſhed his code, in 
533, his Digeſts and Inſtitutes, and ſoon after, 
his Novels. Theſe compoſed the body of im- 
perial civil law; a ſyſtem reſpected in the weſt 
ever ſince the 12th century. But 1260 years 
after the firſt of theſe periods, 1789, the firſt 
conſtitution of France was accepted ; and 1260 

TE after 


„ 
after the latter, the convention decreed the 
preſent. The work of the emperor incorpo- 
rated and ratified the edicts of individual 
deſpots,“ that of the French compiled a body 


of laws, which owed their force to the con- 
ſent of a free people. 


The utter overthrow of the empire of the Arian 
Vandals in Africa, by the orthodox army of Juſ- 
tinian, was accompliſhed, A.D. 533; the con- 
queſt of Burgundy, by which the late kingdom 
of France was compleated, and the catholic faith 

eſtabliſhed 


* < Both theſe codes of law, civil and canon, however 
highly they have been extolled, are founded, in regard to 
religion, on falſe principles, manifeſtly unjuſt. The civil 
law pretends to regulate religion, on the ground of poſ- 
ſeſſing the ſoil.— Both codes are oppreſſive in the ex- 
treme: and the crime called hereſy, which is a differing 
from the domineering party, was puniſhed with an exclu- 
fon from all civil rights. Heretics could make no wills, nor 
acquire any thing by the teſtaments of others : they could 
not be admitted to any dignities, offices, or communities : 
they could not avail themſelves of any courts, or derive any 
benefit from laws : their friends could not obtain decent 
burial for them : they were expoſed to popular contempt 
and hatred; in ſome caſes to baniſhment, in others to 
impriſonment, confiſcation of property, and ignominious 
deaths, — The ruling party declared themſelves the only 
chriſtians, for they believed the trinity; and all the reſt 
were heretics, bound over to preſent and eternal perdis 
tion.“ Robin/on's Eccleſiaſtical Reſearches. p. 143. 
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eſtabliſhed throughout that extenſive domain, 
A. D. 534.“ Theſe events took place exactly 
1260 years previous to the years 1793, 1794, 
ſo fatal to the gallican monarchy, and anti- 
chriſtian ſuperſtition. By this induction of par- 
ticulars we have abundant reaſon to be ſatisfied 
with Mr. Evanſon's mode of calculating the 
1260 years; and may reſt aſſured that the ſyſ- 
tem once ſo formidable to every intereſt of 
truth, religion, virtue and humanity is on 
its decline; and having anſwered the purpoſes 
of providence in enduring it, will ſpeedily fall, 
to riſe no more. | 


No. II. 

Let us hear in what manner the hiſto- 
rian repreſents the preſent ſtate of affairs, and 
the effect of the war, in France. The me- 
lancholy truth is, that the combination of their 
enemies 1s the very circumſtance that gives 
them [the French republicans] ſtrength; and our 
proſecution of the war defeats its own ends; 


if 

* Millot. Hiſt. mod. vol. i. Gibbon, vol. vi. p. 328. 
dvo. dates the final conqueſt of Burgundy by the Franke, 
A.D. 532. The chronological table, ſubjoined ta the 
Univerſal Hiſtory, under A. D. 522, ſays, The Franks 
break the peace with the Burgundians, and, under Chil- 
debert and Clotharius, drive Gundemar out of his king- 


dom, and ix Ieſi than two years, make themſelves maſters 
of it.“ 


( 24 ) 
if thoſe ends be really as they are avowed, for 
cruſhing the French republic. Strong, violent, 
and ſanguinary meaſures are the only means by 
which they can forward and ftrengthen their 
preſent revolutionary government : and the war 
alone can ſupply them with plauſible pretexts, 
and ready opportunities for carrying them into 
execution. Whatever may be the ultimate 
views, or in whatever point of novelty they 
may wiſh to reſt their future government, the 
previous neceſſary ſtep is a total and radical 
change in the principles and habits of the na- 
tion. The war enabled them to confiſcate the 
property of every man they choſe to ſuſpect ; 
it ſupplied the treaſury with all the ſpecie that 
was above ground in the kingdom : the war 
drew off from ſober induſtry the active citizens; 
it inſpired them with a ſpirit of barbariſm and | 
ferociouſneſs; the war united all jarring intereſts Y 
at home; it iniuſed into men a pride in be- F 
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coming unlike their enemies; it prompted them MI * 
to renounce and revile the idea of religious ö , 
[chriſtian] worſhip, and ſhake off the laſt link : 
of the chain that had hitherto connected moral f 
virtue with their ſocial engagements. [ Quære?] : 4 
The war had cheapened the value of their lives, ; 8 
and worked them up to a delight in bloodſhed: k 


the war had converted the moſt tyrannous acts ; 
off -: 


„ 
of cruelty and injuſtice, into the mene ex- 
ertions of republican virtue and energy.“ Plow- 
den's laſt twenty months, p. 317. It has been 
generally remarked that no revolution, which 
had liberty for its foundation or pretext, was 
ever diſgraced by ſo wanton an effuſion of blood, 
by ſo many ſanguinary executtons, ſuch inhu- 
man maſſacres, ſo much rancour and perſecution 


of every kind.” Impartial Hiſt. of the late re vo- 
lution in France, vol. ii. p. 336. 


No. III. 
Decree of the Convention, May 7, 1794. 


1. The French nation acknowledges the exiſt- 
ence of a ſupreme Being, and the immortality 
of the ſoul. 2. It acknowledges that the wor- 
ſhip worthy of the ſupreme Being conſiſts in 
the practice of the duties of man. 3. It ranks 
among thoſe duties the deteſtation of treachery 
and tyranny, the puniſhment of traitors and 
tyrants, the ſuccouring of the wretched, reſpect 
for the weak, the defence of the oppreſſed, the 
doing to others all poſſible good, and ſhunning 
of injuſtice towards any one. 4. Feſtivals ſhall 
be inſtituted, to recal man to a recollection of 
the divinity, and to the dignity of his exiſtence. 
5. Theſe feſtivals ſhall be named after. the glo- 
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rious events of the French revolution; thoſe of 
the virtues the deareſt and moſt uſeful to man, 
or the moſt conſpicuous benefits of nature, 
6. The French republic will annually celebrate 
the feſtivals of 14 July, 1789—10 Auguſt, 
1792—21 January, 1793—31 May, 1793. 
7. On the days of the decades the following 
feſtivals ſhall be eſtabliſhed—To the ſupreme 
Being—to nature—the human race—the French 
nation—the benefactors of humanity—the mar- 
tyrs of liberty liberty and equality the 
republic the liberty of the world the love of 
the country the puniſhment of tyrants and trai- 
tors truth juſtice - modeſty glory and im- 
mortality---friendſhip--- frugality --- courage 
ſincerity---heroiſm---diſintereſtedneſs--- ſtoiciſm 
---love---conugal love --paternal love---mater- 
nal tenderneſs---filial piety ---infancy---youth--- 
virility---old age---misfortune---agriculture--- 
induſtry---our anceſtors---poſterity---happineſ. 
8. The freedom of religious worſhip is maintained. 
9. Every ariſtocratical and other aſſembly, ſub- 
verſive of public order, is ſuppreſſed. 10. In 
caſe of diſturbances, the motive or occaſion of 
which may conſiſt in any particular mode of 
worſhip, thoſe who ſhall excite theſe troubles by 
fanatical diſcourſes, or counter-revolutionary in- 
finyations, and thoſe who ſhall cauſe them by 
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inſinuations as unprovoked as unjuſt, ſhall be 
equally puniſhed by all the rigour of the law. 
11. On June 8th, a feſtival ſhall be celebrated 
in honour of the ſupreme Being. Star, May 


20, 1794. 


Of the feſtival held on the Sth of June, in 
honour of the eternal, a moſt intereſting ac- 
count was publiſhed in the daily papers, about 
.the 24th or 25th of June, 1794. 


THE END, 


